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1863-1967.  42 boxes + 6 oversize boxes + MS OV B1        
 

The Gilbert Harold Kneiss Collection consists largely of records he obtained while working for the Western Pacific Railroad.  These 

documents date from the time of the construction of the Western Pacific Railway to the road's first receivership and reorganization in 

1915-1916.  They are derived principally from the papers of Virgil G. Bogue, Western Pacific's vice-president and chief engineer, 
circa 1905-1915.  The papers include significant amounts of correspondence from the company's president Edward Turner Jeffery 

(1843-1927), and cover a number of subjects, including location of the line, acquisition of the right of way, construction of the 

railroad, facilities, and terminals, branch lines, relations with other railroads (especially the Southern Pacific), operations and 
equipment.  In addition, a lesser amount of Western Pacific Railroad material dating from 1916 to 1963 is included. A second major 

portion of the collection consists of records from the Nevada Central, Virginia and Truckee, and Carson and Colorado Railroads.  The 

Nevada Central material is principally letterpress copy books of C. W. Hinchcliffe as superintendent, secretary, treasurer, cashier, 
general passenger and freight agent, and receiver.  The Virginia and Truckee/Carson and Colorado items consist of shipping bills, 

train registers, a time book, and records of bank deposits. The collection also contains Kneiss personal and family materials, research 
notes and notebooks by Kneiss on a number of California and Nevada railroads.  The notebooks contain locomotive roster 

information for many California and Nevada short and branch lines. 
 

PROVENANCE  Gift of Mrs. Gilbert H. Kneiss 
 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION  Gilbert Harold Kneiss was born in San Francisco August 28, 1899 and graduated with a degree in 
civil engineering from the University of Nevada in 1923.  During the 1920s he worked for Standard Oil of California, and in the 

following decade formed the Audisk Corporation.  Kneiss served as technical director for railroad pageants at the Golden Gate 

International Exposition and the New York World's Fair in 1939-1940.  After serving as the San Francisco district manager for the 
War Production Board from 1941 to 1947, he became assistant to the president and head of a new public relations department for the 

Western Pacific Railroad.  Among his accomplishments were the inauguration of a military blood procurement car during the Korean 

War and special trains to the circus for children in outlying areas in Nevada.  Kneiss authored two books on railroading, BONANZA 
RAILROADS (1941) and REDWOOD RAILWAYS (1956).  He was a founding member of the Pacific Coast Chapter of the Railway 

& Locomotive Historical Society and served as a vice-president of the national organization.  Gilbert Kneiss died February 2, 1964. 
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1903-1967.        

 

1.  WESTERN PACIFIC RAILWAY RECORDS 
Subseries 1: Office of Vice-President and Chief Engineer, Virgil G. Bogue 

Subseries 2: Publicity and Public Relations Department 
 

Subseries 1: Office of Vice-President and Chief Engineer, Virgil G. Bogue is arranged under the following headings: 

   Correspondence with Edward T. Jeffery (General and Confidential) 
   Inspection trips 

   Reorganization of the Western Pacific 

   Executive files (by file name) 
   Right of way 

   Terminals 

   Location of the line 
   Stations 

   Construction 

   Branches and extensions 

   Toyo Kisen Kaisha Steamship Company 

   Equipment 

   Suppression of saloons and detectives' reports 
   Labor 

  Officers and employees 

   Miscellaneous 
 

 

Subseries 2: Publicity and Public Relations Department is arranged under the following headings: 
  General information 

   Publicity and public relations 

   Special trains 
 



 
BOX LIST 
Subseries 1: Office of Vice-President and Chief Engineer, Virgil  G. Bogue 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH EDWARD T. JEFFERY: 

Box 46 
 July 1906 

 January to April 1907 

 May to June 1907 
 July - August 1907 

 September - December 1907 

Box 1 
 January 1908 

 February 1908 

 February-March 1908 
 March-April 1908 

 May 1908 

 June 1908 
 July 1908 

 August-September 1908 

 September-October 1908 

 October-November 1908 

 November-December 1908 

Box 2 
 December 1908 

 January 1909 (2 folders) 

 January-February 1909 
 February 1909 

 April-May 1909 
 May-June 1909 

 June 1909 

 June-August 1909 
 August 1909 

 September 1909 

 September-October 1909 
Box 46 

 November - December 1906 

 
Confidential Correspondence with E.T. Jeffery 

January - July 1907 

 August - October 1907 
 November - December 1907 

 January - July 1908 

_________________________ 
INSPECTION TRIPS: 

Box 3 

Inspection Trips, October 1905-July 1906 
Inspection Trips, September 1906 

Inspection Trips, September 1906 

Inspection Trips, October 1906-January 1907 
Inspection Trips, January-April 1907 

Inspection Trips, May 1907 

Inspection Trips, May-October 1907 
Inspection Trips, October 1907-September 1908 

Inspection Trips of the Chief Engineer and the Assistant Chief Engineer, June 1909 

________________________ 
REORGANIZATION OF THE WESTERN PACIFIC: 

Box 3 

Reorganization of the Western Pacific, 1915-1916 

Reorganization of the Western Pacific, 1916 (2  folders) 

Reorganization of the Western Pacific (clippings) 

_________________________ 
EXECUTIVE FILES: 

Box 4 

Reports on the Western Pacific Railway and the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad 
Western Pacific operations in California, February 1907-September 1909 

Earnings and expenses of the Construction Department, January 1908-January 1909 

Earnings and expenses of the Construction Department, February 1909-January 1910 
General statistics, 1913-1914 

Statistics and related correspondence, December 1913-January 1915 

Forecast of actual and estimated earnings and expenses, July 1914-March 1915 
Earnings and expenses, monthly press Statements, October 1912-August 1913 



Interstate Commerce Commission correspondence, 1909 

G. H. Schlacks correspondence, January 1908 -October 1910 

G.H. Schlacks correspondence, February - May 1913 

J.F. Vailles correspondence, September 1905 - December 1907 
Electrification proposal, 1906-1907 

Freight charges, December 1906-May 1907 

Box 5 
Tonnages and train service, 1903-1909 

_________________________ 

RIGHT OF WAY: 
Box 5 

Right of way, correspondence, July 1905-October 1906 

Right of way, correspondence, November 1906-November 1909 
Right of way acquisition, Reports to the President, September 1905-October 1906 

Right of way acquisition, Reports to the President, November 1906-December 1907 

Right of way requirements, Government and Indian lands, January 1908-October 1909 
Right of way, Conflicts with the Southern Pacific, July 1905-April 1906 

Right of way, Conflicts with the Southern Pacific, May-October 1906 

Right of way, Conflicts with the Southern Pacific, November 1906-January 1907 

Box 6 

Right of way, Conflicts with the Southern Pacific, February-April 1907 

Right of way, Conflicts with the Southern Pacific, May-July 1907 
Right of way, Conflicts with the Southern Pacific, August-December 1907 

Right of way, Conflicts with the Southern Pacific, January 1908-March 1909 

Right of way acquisitions, Garfield, Utah and vicinity, January-April 1906 
Right of way acquisitions, Garfield, Utah and vicinity, May-July 1906 

Right of way acquisitions, Garfield, Utah and vicinity, August 1906-September 1908 
Right of way, Humboldt Division, September 1905-January 1907 

Right of way, Humboldt Division, March-July 1907 

Right of way, Humboldt Division, August-September 1907 
Box 7 

Right of way, Humboldt Division, October 1907-June 1908 

Right of way, Humboldt Division, July 1908-September 1909 
Right of way, Sierra Division, July-December 1905 

Right of way, Sierra Division, January-June 1906 

Right of way, Sierra Division, July-August 1906 
Right of way, Sierra Division, September 1906-January 1907 

Right of way, Sierra Division, February-March 1907 

Right of way, Sierra Division, June 1907-February 1908 
Right of way, Sierra Division, March-December 1908 

Right of way, Sierra Division, January-December 1909 

Right of way, Sierra Division, Mining Claims, November 1906-January 1907 
Right of way, Lassen County, California, September 1905-May 1907 

Right of way, Plumas County, California, Hartwell Ranch, June-December 1909 

Box 8 
Right of way, North Fork Division, Dredger Companies' Lands, October 1905-March 1908 

Right of way, North Fork Division, Power Companies, August 1905-February 1906 

Right of way, North Fork Division, Power Companies, March-October 1906 
Right of way, North Fork Division, Power Companies, November 1906-December 1907 

Right of way, Marysville, California, June 1906-December 1909 

Right of way, Marysville, California, Street Franchise, 1905-1908 
Right of way, Stockton, California, March-May 1906 

Right of way, Stockton, California, June 1906-January 1910 

Right of way, Alameda County, California, January 1906-September 1909 
Right of way, Oakland, California, Boole and Son Shipyard property purchase, 1905-1908 

Right of way, proposed Peninsular Route and connection with the Ocean Shore Railroad, March-October 1907 

Right of way, Elko, Nevada, July-September 1907 

Box 9 

Right of way, Elko, Nevada, October, 1907-November 1909 

Right of way, unsecured land parcels, 1907 
_________________________ 

TERMINALS: 

Box 9 
Terminals, Division Terminals, September 1906-July 1907 

Terminals, Division Terminals, July 1907-December 1907 

Terminals, Salt Lake City, Utah, August 1905-June 1909 
Terminals, Sacramento, California, July-August 1906 

Terminals, Sacramento, California, September-December 1906 

Terminals, Sacramento, California, January-December 1907 
Terminals, Sacramento, California, January-April 1908 



Terminals, Sacramento, California, May 1908-December 1909 

Terminals, Sacramento, California, Sacramento Transportation Company, January-June 1906 

Box 10 

Terminals, Oakland, California, Government Training Wall Dispute, December 1905 
Terminals, Oakland, California, Government Training Wall Dispute, January 1906 

Terminals, Oakland, California, Government Training Wall Dispute, January-February 1906 

Terminals, Oakland, California, Permission to Dredge, April-September 1907 
Terminals, Oakland, California, Permission to Dredge, October 1907-March 1908 

Terminals, Oakland, California, Permission to Dredge, April 1908-December 1909 

Terminals, Oakland, California, Permission to Construct Trestle, May-December 1908 
Terminals, Oakland, California, 3rd Street Franchise, September 1905-March 1907 

Terminals, Oakland, California, Litigation, Agreements and Legislation, February 1907 

Terminals, Oakland, California, Litigation, Agreements and Legislation, March-May 1907 
Terminals, Oakland, California, Litigation, Agreements and Legislation, May 1907 

Box 11 

Terminals, Oakland, California, Litigation, Agreements and Legislation, May 1907 
Terminals, Oakland, California, Litigation, Agreements and Legislation, June 1907-March 1908 

Terminals, Oakland, California, Wood Street Franchise, November 1906-January 1909 

Terminals, Oakland, California, Pier Franchise, January-November 1906 

Terminals, Oakland, California, Contract with American Dredging Company, 1906-1908 (2 folders) 

Terminals, Oakland, California, Condemnation Suits, December 1906-April 1907 

Terminals, Oakland, California, Request by Southern Pacific to Widen its Mole, December 1906-March 1907 
Terminals, Oakland, California, Reports and Statements, 

Terminals, Oakland, California, Charts, Maps and Statistics 

Terminals, San Francisco, California, September 1905-May 1906 
Terminals, San Francisco, California, June 1906-May 1907 

Box 12 
Terminals, San Francisco, California, June 1907-January 1910 

Terminals, San Francisco, California, Trackage Disputes with Southern Pacific and Atchison, Topeka &  Santa Fe, June 1906-March 

1908 
Terminals, San Francisco, California, Applications for Franchises, January 1907-March 1908 

Terminals, San Francisco, California, Passenger Ferry Facilities, April-June 1909 

Terminals, San Francisco, California, Passenger Ferry Facilities, August-November 1909 
Terminals, San Francisco, California, Report on Use of  the Ninth Street Terminals, 1905 

Terminals, Los Angeles, California, Terminal Offer, 1906 

Terminals, Elko, Nevada, February-August 1908 
Terminals, Elko, Nevada, September-October 1908 

Terminals, Elko, Nevada, November 1908 

_________________________ 
LOCATION OF THE LINE: 

Box 12 

Location of the Line, Humboldt Division, August 1905-April 1907 
Location of the Line, Humboldt Division, May-July 1907 

Location of the Line, Humboldt Division, August -December 1907 

Box 13 
Location of the Line, Humboldt Division, January 1908-September 1909 

Location of the Line, Humboldt Division, Adjustment between Western Pacific and Central Pacific, May 1906-April 1907 

Location of the Line, Sierra Division, October 1905-August 1906 
Location of the Line, Sierra Division, September 1906-November 1909 

Location of the Line, North Fork Division, August 1905-April 1909 

Sidings, sidetracks and passing tracks, March-December 1906 
Sidings, sidetracks and passing tracks, January 1907-November 1909 

_________________________ 

STATIONS: 
Box 13 

Station Plans, September-November 1908 

Station Plans, December 1908-February 1909 

Station Plans, March-June 1909 

Station Plans, July-August 1909 

Station Plans, September-December 1909 
Box 14 

Station Locations, May 1906-September 1907 

Station Locations, February 1908-September 1909 
Union Depot, Salt Lake City, Utah, October 1906- January 1907 

Station, Garfield, Utah, July 1906-August 1907 

Station, Shafter, Nevada and crossing with Nevada Northern Railway, January-September 1907 
Station, Shafter, Nevada and crossing with Nevada Northern Railway, October 1907-January 1909 

_________________________ 

CONSTRUCTION: 
Box 14 



Correspondence, May 1907 

General Report on Franchises, Right of Way, Contracts and Construction, 1906 

Construction Reports, 1906 

Construction, Utah Construction Company Contract, July-December 1905 
Construction, Utah Construction Company Contract, January-December 1906 

Construction, Utah Construction Company Contract, October 1908-November 1909 

Construction, E. B. and A. L. Stone Company Contract, December 1906-July 1907 
Construction, E. B. and A. L. Stone Company Contract, August 1907-February 1908 

Box 15 

Construction, San Francisco Division, May-November 1908 
Construction, San Francisco Division, December 1908-May 1909 

Construction, San Francisco Division, June-December 1909 

Construction, Rail Requirements, January 1907-July 1908 
Construction, Rail Requirements, July 1908-January 1909 

Construction, Rail Requirements, February-August 1909 

Construction, Roberts Track-Laying Machine, 1906-1907 
Construction, Roberts Track Laying Machine, 1908-1909 

Construction, Bridges, April 1905-May 1906 

Construction, Bridges, June-July 1906 

Construction, Bridges, August-September 1906 

Construction, Bridges, September-November 1907 

Construction, Bridges, December 1907-February 1908 
Construction, Bridges, March-April 1908 

Box 16 

Construction, Bridges, May-June 1908 
Construction, Bridges, July-August 1908 

Construction, Bridges, September-October 1908 
Construction, Bridges, November 1908-February 1909 

Construction, Bridges, Wagon Road over the North Fork of the American River, November 1905-September 1907 

Construction, Bridges, Oakland, California, April 1908-June 3, 1909 
Construction, Bridges, Dumbarton Point, California, August-December 1906 

Construction, Niles Canyon, California, May-June 1909 

Construction, Plumas Forest Reserve, January 1907 to July 1909 
_________________________ 

BRANCHES AND EXTENSIONS: 

Box 16 
Branches and Extensions, Los Angeles to San Jose, California, (proposed), including the Bakersfield and Ventura Railway, October 

25, 1905-November 24, 1906 

Branches and Extensions, Oakland & Contra Costa Inter Urban Railway (proposed), November 1905-February 1906 
Branches and Extensions, Malibu Rancho Line (proposed), January-May 1906 

Branches and Extensions, Spur to Mines of the Ohio Lead Mining and Smelting Company, Elko, Nevada, (proposed), December 1905 

Branches and Extensions, Line to the Redwoods (proposed), September 1905 
Branches and Extensions, Cascade Mountains Line (proposed), July-August 1905 

Branches and Extensions, Placerville and Lake Tahoe Line  (proposed), 1906 

Branches and Extensions, Branch Line to Lincoln, California (proposed), September 1904-September 1905 
Branches and Extensions, Boca and Loyalton Railroad and the Roberts Lumber Company, December 1906-December 1909 

Branches and Extensions, San Francisco, California trackage, September 1906-December 1909 

Box 17 
Branches and Extensions, Alameda and San Joaquin Railroad, February 1906-October 1909 

Branches and Extensions, Monterey County Gas and Electric Company (Monterey and Pacific Grove Railway), February-March 1906 

Branches and Extensions, Watsonville Transportation Company, July 1905-January 1907 
Branches and Extensions, California, Nevada and Northern Railway (proposed), July-October 1905 

Branches and Extensions, Toano to Ely, Nevada, 1905 

Branches and Extensions, Susanville, 1905 
_________________________ 

TOYO KISEN KAISHA STEAMSHIP COMPANY: 

Box 17 

Toyo Kisen Kaisha Steamship Company, September 1906-May 1910 

Toyo Kisen Kaisha Steamship Company, June-November 1910 

Toyo Kisen Kaisha Steamship Company, December 1910-January 1911 
Toyo Kisen Kaisha Steamship Company, February 1911-July 1912 

Toyo Kisen Kaisha Steamship Company, September-December 1912 

_________________________ 
EQUIPMENT: 

Box 17 

Equipment, November-December 1906 
Equipment, January-April 1907 

Equipment, May-July 1907 

Box 18 
Equipment, November-December 1909 



Equipment and Operations, Utah, August 1911 

Equipment and Operations, Utah, September 1911 (3 folders) 

Equipment and Operations, Utah, October 1911 

Equipment, Efficiency of Locomotives, November 1905-September 1906 
Equipment, Automobiles, November 1906-July 1909 

Equipment, Report on Steamers "Yerba Buena" and "Claremont" 

Equipment, Railway Equipment Register Returns, 1906 
_________________________ 

Box 18 

SUPPRESSION OF SALOONS AND DETECTIVES' REPORTS: 
Suppression of Saloons Along the Line, July-October 1906 

Suppression of Saloons Along the Line, November 1906 

Suppression of Saloons Along the Line, December 1906 
Suppression of Saloons Along the Line, January-February 1907 

Box 19 

Suppression of Saloons Along the Line, March-October 1907 
Suppression of Saloons Along the Line, November 1907-December 1909 

Detective Reports, 1906 

Detective Reports, 1907 (4 folders) 

_________________________ 

Box 46 

LABOR: 
November - December 1905 

January - July 1906 

August - December 1906 
1907 

January - May 1908 
June - September 1908 

1909 

________________________ 
OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES: 

Announcements of Appointments, August - October 1905 

Announcements of Appointments, January - April 1906 
Announcements of Appointments, May - August 1906 

Announcements of Appointments, September - October 1906 

Announcements of Appointments, November - December 1906 
Announcements of Appointments, January - February 1907 

Announcements of Appointments, 1909-1920 

Engineers Service Records, 1905-1906 
Salaries of San Francisco General Offices Employees, 1908-1909 

__________________________________________ 

MISCELLANOUS: 
Box 19 

Golden State Power Company, 1904-1906 

Harbor and River Improvements, September 1906-February 1908 
Track Materials from the Central California Traction Company, 1906 

Pintsch Gas Plants, March-October 1909 

California Promotion Committee, 1908-1909 
Miscellaneous Letters, 1908-1909 

San Francisco Earthquake and Fire of 1906 (2 folders) 

San Francisco Earthquake and Fire of 1906, 1907 
Special Schedules 

Extracts from Financial Reports 

Box 21 
Invoices and Vouchers, 1906-1926 

Box 22 [oversize] 

By-Laws of the Western Pacific Railway Company, 1907 (printed) 

By-Laws of the Western Pacific Railway Company, 1908 (printed) 

"Construction of the Western Pacific Railway," reprint from The Railway and Engineering Review, March 2, 1910 

Statement of Revenues and Expenses, August 1913 (printed) 
Confidential Report on the Condition and Requirements of the Western Pacific Railway, August 1915 (printed) 

Benjamin Brooks, "Conquering the Sierras"  (printed, photocopy) 

Ephemera 
________________________________________________ 

Subseries 2: Publicity and Public Relations Department 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 
Box 23 

First Refunding Mortgage, Denver and Rio Grande Railroad, 1908-1955 (printed) 

Mortgage Deed of Trust, Sacramento Northern Railroad, 1918 (printed) 
Thomas P. Brown, "Building a Railroad on a Vertical Canyon Wall," 1939 



San Jose City Franchise, 1917 

Tax Audit, 1922 

Irvington, California, Depot Extension, 1927; Steamer E. T. Jeffery Papers, 1926 

Completion of the Western Pacific 
___________________________________________________ 

PUBLICITY AND PUBLIC RELATIONS: 

Box 20 
Advertising Invoices and Clippings, 1910-1925 

Box 24 

Public relations, undated 
Public relations, 1924-1931 

Public relations, 1940-1952 

Public relations, 1953-1955 
Public relations, 1956-1959 

Public relations, 1960-1963 

Clippings, 1946-1952 
Control case: Control of Central Pacific by Southern Pacific, 1923 

Control Case: Control of Western Pacific Company by Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway or Southern Pacific, 1961-1964 

Correspondence of Gilbert Kneiss, 1949-1963 

Historical information, 1929-1961 

Oroville dam project, 1962 

Position description for assistant to president for public relations [G. H. Kneiss], 1949-1950 
Press reports, 1905-1907 

Press reports, 1908 

Press reports, 1909 
Box 25 

Railroad Public Relations Association, 1958-1963 
Reminiscences regarding Western Pacific, 1951-1967 

_________________________________________________ 

SPECIAL TRAINS: 
California Zephyr – Inaugural Ceremonies, 1949 (2 folders) 

California Zephyr – Zephyrettes, 1949-1956 

California Zephyr – Derailment, 1955 
California Zephyr – Discontinuance, 1962 

Cariboo Country Special , 1957-1962 

Cariboo Country Special, 1963 
Directors’ Special Trains, 1950-1959 

Governor Earl Warren's  Presidential Special, 1952 

Military blood procurement car, 1951-1952 
Nudist train, 1953 

___________________________________________________ 

MISCELLANEOUS: 
Box 47 

Board of Directors Minutes, January 4, 1955 

Connection with Great Northern, 1929 
Memorandum on dieselization, not dated 

Miscellaneous documents 

Equipment roster, 1963 
Invoices and vouchers, 1910s-1920s 

Reorganization documents and statistics, 1900s-1950s (3 folders) 

Memorandum on tunnels, 1953 
 
Filing Location:   I2.210.E6  [Boxes 1-5] 

I2.210.F2  [Boxes 6-13] 

I2.210.F3  [Boxes 14-21, 23] 
I2.208.N2  [Box 22] 

I2.210.F4  [Boxes 24-25] 

I2.210.F6  [Box 46-47] 
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1876-1926.        

 

2.  NEVADA RAILROADS RECORDS 
 

Organized into two sub-series: 

     NEVADA CENTRAL RAILROAD RECORDS 

     VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE / CARSON & COLORAD RAILROAD RECORDS 
 



BOX LIST 

NEVADA CENTRAL RAILROAD RECORDS 

Box 26 

Annual Report to the U.S. Interstate Commerce Commission (manuscript copies), 1888-1892, 1894, 1896, 1904, 1906 
Box 27 

Letterpress book, correspondence from C. W. Hinchcliffe, acting as Auditor, Secretary, Treasurer, and General Agent, 1880-1883 

Letterpress Book, correspondence from C. W. Hinchcliffe, acting as Cashier, Treasurer and General Traffic Agent, 1880-1887 
Letterpress Book, correspondence from C. W. Hinchcliffe, General Freight and Traffic Agent, 1882-1885 

Letterpress Book, correspondence from C. W. Hinchcliffe, acting as Superintendent of Schools for Lander County, Nevada, and as 

General Freight Agent, Secretary and Receiver/Superintendent of  the Nevada Central, 1883-1885 
Letterpress Book, correspondence from C. W. Hinchcliffe, Superintendent and General Freight Agent, 1881-1898 

Letterpress Book, correspondence from C. W. Hinchcliffe, Receiver/Superintendent, 1885-1886 

Box 28 
Letterpress Book, correspondence from C. W. Hinchcliffe, Receiver/Superintendent, 1886-1889 

Letterpress Book, correspondence from the Cashier, Manager and Agent, 1885-1897 

Letterpress Book, correspondence from J. W. Phillips, Treasurer; J. F. Mitchell, General Manager; and F. E. Jones, Assistant  General 
Manager, and containing an inventory of the Nevada Central in February 1898, 1885-1899 

Letterpress Book, correspondence from Charles McFall, Assistant General Manager, and Herbert M. Grace, Chief Clerk, 1901 

Letterpress Book, correspondence from John M. Hiskey, Superintendent, 1904-1905 

Box 29 

Letterpress Book, correspondence from  John M. Hiskey, Superintendent, 1905-1906 

Letterpress Book, correspondence from A. C. Luck, General Manager, mostly concerning mining in Lander County, Nevada, 
1898-1899 

Letterpress Book, correspondence from A. C. Luck, General Manager, mostly concerning mining in Lander County, Nevada, 

1899-1900 
Trial Balance Book, 1880-1888 

Protest of Tentative Valuation by the U.S. Interstate Commerce Commission of the Nevada Central, 1926 
VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE RAILROAD / CARSON & COLORADO RAILROAD RECORDS: 

Box 30 

Virginia & Truckee, Train Registers, 1882-1884 
Virginia & Truckee, Train Registers, 1886-1888 

Virginia & Truckee, Train Registers, 1888-1890 

Virginia & Truckee, Train Registers, 1892-1897 
Box 31 

Virginia & Truckee, Conductor's Train Registers, 1897-1899 

Daily Reports of Virginia & Truckee Shipping Bills forwarded from Carson, Nevada 
by Company: 

Con Ha 

Empire State Mill 
Europa Company 

Express Mill 

Fulton Foundry 
Imperial Company 

Overman Company 

Rhode Island Mill 
Sand Mill 

Silver Mill 

Swain Bradley 
Letterpress Book, correspondence from William M. Thornton, Secretary of the Virginia & Truckee, 1880 

Virginia & Truckee Shipping Receipts for Ore Transported from the Comstock Mines to Reduction Mills, February-April 1876 

Box 32 
Virginia & Truckee Shipping Receipts for Ore Transported from the Comstock Mines  to Reduction Mills, August-November 1876 

Carson & Colorado, Time Book, Hop Sing Company Gang No. 1 

Carson & Colorado, Record of Deposits with Virginia City Branch of the Bank of  California, 1892-1893 
Box 33 [Oversize] 

Virginia & Truckee, Statement of Mileage, Running Expenses and Operations of  Engines, April 1873-February 1874 

Virginia & Truckee, Report of Down Trains, April 1870-December 1872 (provides information on schedules, conductors and consists) 

[Microfilmed] 

Box 34 [Oversize] 

Virginia & Truckee, Records of Cars Received from the Central Pacific and Returned, January 1879-January 1887 
Box 35 [Oversize] 

Waybills from the Virginia & Truckee and the Central Pacific, June 1877 

Waybills from the Virginia & Truckee and the Central Pacific, August 1877 
Box 36 [Oversize] 

Waybills, Central Pacific Consignments to Virginia City, December 1875-January 1876 

Waybills, Central Pacific Consignments to Virginia City, April-May 1876 
Box 48 

Virginia & Truckee, Correspondence of Darius O. Mills, Jan. 1979 - Nov. 1980 

Virginia & Truckee, Freight receipts, 1870s 
Virginia & Truckee, Waybill corrections, 1880 

 



Filing Location:   I2.210.F4  [Boxes 26-31] 

I2.210.F5  [Box 32] 
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Not dated, 1886-1959.        

 

3.  SUBJECT FILES 
 

Divided into the following sub-series: 

   General 
   Gilbert Kneiss Personal and Family 

   Gilbert Kneiss Manuscripts 
 
BOX LIST 
General: 

Box 37 
"The Railroad Boom in the Los Angeles Area, 1886-1890," by Rolland Thompson (part 1) 

"The Railroad Boom in the Los Angeles Area, 1886-1890," by Rolland Thompson (part 2) 

Notes and Pamphlets on Railroad Development  in Nineteenth Century Los Angeles 
Railroads in Siskiyou County, Calif., McCloud River Railroad 

Rebuilding the Ocean Shore Railroad 

Key System Collision Report, 1926 
Background Information on San Francisco Cable Cars 

San Francisco Bay Area Electric Rail Transportation Newsletters 

Ruby Hill Railroad Company 
"Smooth is the Road," by Joseph Doherty (deals with Collis P. Huntington, Jay Gould and Edward Henry Harriman, printed) 

Steam Locomotives on Display 

Railway & Locomotive Historical Society 
Railway & Locomotive Historical Society, Pacific Coast Chapter 

Railway & Locomotive Historical Society, Pacific Coast Chapter, Equipment 

Railway & Locomotive Historical Society, Pacific Coast Chapter, Excursions 
Railway & Locomotive Historical Society, Membership Lists 

San Francisco Maritime/Railroad Museums 

San Francisco Maritime/Railroad Museums, Clippings 
Miscellaneous Railfan Organizations and Activities 

Miscellaneous Railroad Celebrations and Pageants 

The Lexington Group 
General Material on Western Railroads 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Gilbert Kneiss Personal and Family Materials: 
Box 38 

Travel Letters, 1931 

Alaska Trip, 1951 
Central America Trip, 1956 (2 folders) 

South America Trips, 1960, 1962 

Souvenirs from South American Railroads 
Kneiss/Gilbert Family Genealogy (2 folders) 

Standard Oil Engineering Memoranda, 1925-1926 

Box 39 
Standard Oil Engineering Memoranda, 1926 

Distinguished Nevadan Award, 1959 

Oakland Museums Association, 1959 
Motion Picture, "Sudden Fear," 1952 

Personal and Family Letters 

Medical and Insurance Records 

Expense Accounts and Receipts 

Cards, Memberships and Ephemera 

Certificates [filed MS Oversize Box] :  Shriners Hospitals for Crippled Children, proclaimed Voluntary Permanent Subscriber to the 
maintenance fund and placement of name on Roll of Honor, not dated;  War Production Board, certificate of service, August 1941 to 

November 1945; San Francisco Public Relations Round Table, membership in, July 1, 1949; American Public Relations Association, 

award to Western Pacific Railroad for achievement in public relations in the field of transportation, 1951;  Public Relations Society of 
America, membership certificate, April 1951; Muni Golden Anniversary Citizens' Committee, certificate of appreciation for 

contribution to Muni Golden Week, October 15-20, 1962. 

Clippings by and about Gilbert Kneiss 
Clippings (3 folders) 

"Confederate Air Force" 

Stock plan 
Insurance and retirement 



Box 40 

New York Worlds Fair, "Railroads on Parade" Pageant, Notes, Memoranda and Correspondence (2 folders) 

New York Worlds Fair, "Railroads on Parade" Pageant, Pamphlets, Brochures, etc. 

New York Worlds Fair, "Railroads on Parade" Pageant, Pamphlets, Telegrams and Ephemera 
Golden Gate International Exposition 

Nevada Historical Heritage Association 

"Silver Rails" (women in railroading) 
Railroad Public Relations Association 

General Public Relations Material 

1956 Republican National Convention 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Gilbert Kneiss Manuscripts: 

"The Picnic Route" (South Pacific Coast) 
"San Francisco Locomotive Builders" 

"Western Pacific Prospects" 

Western Pacific Public Relations Addresses 
Western Pacific Financial Study 

 
Filing Location:   Statewide Museum Collections Center I2.210.F5  [Boxes 37-40]    ID 1153    
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4.  GILBERT KNEISS NOTEBOOKS 
 
BOX LIST 

Box 41 
Northwestern Pacific Railroad, Vol. 1 

Northwestern Pacific Railroad, Vol. 2 

Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad 
Nevada Central Railway, Vol. 1 

Nevada Central Railway, Vol. 2 
Eureka and Palisade Railway 

San Francisco and San Jose Railroad 

Los Angeles and San Pedro Railroad 
Oahu Railway and Land Company 

Sacramento Valley Railroad 

Western Pacific Railway/Railroad 
Western Pacific Railroad 

Pacific Coast Railway 

Prismoidal Railways, South Pacific Coast Railroad, and Mt. Diablo Coal Roads 
Virginia and Truckee Railroad 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Box 42 
San Francisco-Built Locomotives 

Bodie Railroad and Lumber Company 

Cable Cars 
California and Nevada Railroad 

Gualala Railroad 

Hawaiian Railroads 
Market Street Railroad 

Monterey and Salinas Valley Railroad 

Mt. Diablo Coal Roads 
Napa Valley Railroad 

Old Railroad Atmosphere 

Pacific and Great Eastern 
Pioche and Bullionville, 

San Francisco and Alameda (Alameda Valley Railroad) 

Union Pacific 

Utah Railroads 

Western Pacific Railroad (1st) 

Railroad Bibliography and Newspaper/Magazine Lists 
Locomotive rosters: 

American Fork Railway 

Alameda and San Joaquin 
Arcata and Mad River 

Austin City [Nevada] Railway 

Battle Mountain and Lewis Railroad 
Bodie and Mono Lake (Bodie Railroad and Lumber Company) 

Boca and Loyalton 

California and Nevada Railroad 
California and Northeastern Railway 



California Central Railroad 

Carson and Colorado (Nevada and  California, and Southern Pacific Narrow Gauge) 

Colusa and Lake Railway 

Death Valley Railroad 
Empire Railroad 

Eureka and Palisade/Eureka-Nevada 

Eureka and Ruby Hill Railroad 
Gualala Railroad (American Redwood  Lumber Company) 

Hawaii Consolidated Railway, Ltd. 

Lake Tahoe Narrow Gauge Railway (Carson and Tahoe Lumber and Fluming Company) 
Lake Tahoe Railway and Transportation Company 

Monterey and Salinas Valley 

Nevada Central 
Nevada County Narrow Gauge 

Nevada Short Line 

North Pacific Coast Railroad 
Ocean Shore Railroad 

Pioche and Bullionville Railroad 

Sacramento Valley Railroad 

San Francisco and Alameda Railroad 

San Francisco and Oakland 

San Francisco and San Jose Railroad 
Santa Cruz and Felton Railroad 

Sierra Nevada Wood and Lumber Company/Hobart Southern 

Southern Pacific Motors (narrow gauge - San Bernardino and Redlands Motor Road) 
Sutro Tunnel 

South Pacific Coast Railroad 
Virginia and Truckee 

Gilbert Kneiss college notebook, 1930 

"Lilies by the River," notebook for a novel about French Louisiana 
Kneiss Family financial records notebook, 1924-1933 

Kneiss Family vacation notebook, 1931 

Blank Forms 
Notebook on railroad operations at the New York Worlds Fair 

Address notebook 

Kneiss automobile expense record 
Miscellaneous engineering notes 

Christmas card lists, 1925-1961 

Personal and family notebook 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Box 43 

Miscellaneous printed matter from a civil engineering notebook 
 
Filing Location:   Statewide Museum Collections Center  I2.210.F5  [Boxes 41-43]    ID 1154    
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1863-1892.        

 

5.  MISCELLANEOUS RAILROAD RECORDS 
 
BOX LIST 
Box 44 [Oversize] 

Carson and Tahoe Lumber and Fluming Company, 1882-1892 

San Francisco Railway Company, By-Laws and Minutes, 1889 
Scrapbook containing manuscript copies of  Memoranda and Abstracts for the Central 

Pacific and Western Pacific (1st) Railroads, along with a list of Central Pacific stations between Sacramento and Ogden, circa 

1864-1869 
Central Pacific Railroad, Earnings and Operating Expenses, 1869-1871 (5 oversize sheets) 

Unidentified ledger book containing lists of homestead entries, 1863-1872, [California?] 
 
Filing Location:   Statewide Museum Collections Center I2.208.V8  [Box 44]    ID 1155    
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1 item.  1940        
 
BOX LIST 

Certificate of Participation awarded to Karl E. Kneiss from the State of California and the California Commission for the Golden Gate 

International Exposition. 
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